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On August 24, our church hosted a day-
long retreat of 13 intentional interim ministers
from the St. Louis area, but from as far away

Dear Friends, as Evansville, Indiana, and Dextgr, Missouri.
Our theme was “What’'s Happening!?” and we

After a long hot spell, this morning’s cool learned about emerging church patterns and

breeze felt refreshing, and gave a sense of hope glre?tlons. Thlngs ar_le different! Younr?er adults
that living in the blast furnace may soon be a okn tfcommlt aj e_ﬁ?' y :‘o StLUCt#ris t a.t we
thing of the past! Hope’s important. St. Paul take for granted. The church (the American

ranks it right up there with faith, and just under church as a yvhole aqd Delmar Church with it)
love (1 Corinthians 13:13). will look different a generation from

Hope keeps us going, gives now, or even a decade from now,

us reason to get up each “The church will look but that difference can be cele-
day and get on with the different a generation brated, not feared. .
business of living. As follow- from now, or even a You know why? Because, God is in
ers of Christ, we have a decade from now, but thg future. Because God's Holy
hope that will never disap- that difference can be Spirit helps the church adapt and
point, a hope that is rooted celebrated, not feared. have hew life. Because God Isn't
in the love and providence You know why? done with us yet.

of God. There are many Because God is in

false hopes out there, prod- the future” hopef YV% have_ ilor: of thiné:js to be
ucts to buy, political ideolo- opeiul about right here and now.

gies to swallow, and snake- We've just completed a wonderful

oil remedies. As Edward Mote’s old hymn goes, "Arts in August” program that was well-

“On Christ the solid rock | stand, all other ground atten_ded and meaningful. (_)ur Ieade_rs_h|p 1S
is sinking sand.” working on a more streamlined administrative

structure. Chuck Ackerson has developed an

Hope is an important thing in the life of a exciting new stewar.dship program.'The Pas-.
church, too. We have a history and heritage at _toral Search Comn’nttee is proceeding well with
Delmar to be proud of, but constantly comparing its wqu. And Fhere re the faces of people gath-
the glories of the past to present realities can ered in WOt‘Sh,Ip or at B|b_le s_tudy, faces of peo-
lead to a toxic nostalgia and bitterness. We can’t ple who aren't just hangmg in there, but who
turn around and become who we were. It's a dif- have hope and are willing to work together for
ferent world now than it was then. We’'re different a wonderful future.
people. And we have a lot going for us, and we
have good reason to continue hoping and work-
ing to be a stronger church.

Grace and peace,



Joe Brent

Tim Meckfessel
Elaine Wright
Trisha Crow
Ben Lusk

April Wickman
Steve Unger
Jordan Emily
Angela Binch
Jane Montani
Tilahun Murphy
Hannah Minchow-Proffitt
Colin Holloway
Colene Ellis
Gloria Netherton
Leslie Munger

Averages in attendance for August:

Sunday Worship 85
Sunday Prayer Group 7
Growth Groups 26

Wednesday Bible Study/Lunch 9

Even though many things slow down over the summer,
the Pastoral Search Committee’s work did not. The
intensity of effort has increased and the field of candi-
dates has been reduced to less than a dozen that have
expressed mutual interest. We are conducting Initial
interviews with these candidates during the last weeks
of August and into early September. These interviews
are intended to identify a few serious candidates that
will be looked at in depth and met in person by the
Committee.

This is our plan. But we also know that God’s may
work differently. Please keep this process in your
prayers that God'’s selection will be clearly known to us
when we meet him/her.

If your child has an interest in exploring baptism, Pas-
tor Andrea is offering a class on Sunday morning,
September 12, at 9:30 AM. Please let her know if
your child would like to attend so that we can order a
small workbook for them to complete.

Adult choir rehearsal resumes, 7 PM.
Labor Day, Church office closed.
Baptism class, 9:30 AM. (see box above)
Youth Group, Anniversary Hall, 5-7 PM.
Board of Trustees, 7 PM.

American Baptist Women’s Ministries Area
V Fall Meeting, East Alton (see page 4).

Men'’s Breakfast at Delmar BC

All-Church Lunch, Anniversary Hall, noon.
White Cross, Anniversary Hall

Church Council, Anniversary Hall, 7 PM
Youth Group, Anniversary Hall, 5-7 PM.

Meeting Every Week

Wed.
Mon.
12 Sun.
12 Sun.
14 Tues.
18 Sat.
18 Sat
19 Sun.
21 Tues.
21 Tues
26 Sun.
Sunday:
Wednesday:

9:00 a.m.  Prayer Service

9:30 a.m.  Growth Groups

10:45 a.m. Worship Service
11:45 a.m. Coffee & Conversation
Noon Lunch and Bible Study

7:00 p.m.  Adult Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, September 19, is our
monthly church lunch.  Make your
reservations now by calling the church
office at 314-432-1960.

What do you know about the Anti-
christ? Come to the Wednesday

Bible Study and Pot-luck and learn
more. Lunch is at noon in Anniversary
Hall, with Bible study starting at 12:45.

The “Lunch Bunch” eats together the
2nd Sunday of each month. See Vi
Miller for details on this month’s lunch,
September 12.

The Men’s Breakfast returns!  Meet
at Delmar Baptist Church on Saturday
morning, September 18, at 7:30 AM
for a hearty breakfast and heart-felt
fellowship.




Do you know something we don’t know? Please share
news, joys, sorrows, and transitions in your lifithvthe
church office so we may share them with our church
family.

Mary Parker, daughter of Marylee Baygents, has
experienced a return of her cancer. Please pray for
Mary, for Marylee and Howard, and all the family dur-
ing this difficult time.

Zak Minchow-Proffitt has graduated from the Univer-
sity of South Carolina with a degree in Biology. He
has remained in Columbia, SC, and is applying to
graduate school at USC to work towards a Master’s in
Education that will certify him to teach high-school bi-
ology. Good luck, Zak.

Mindy, Samantha, and Elliott Wakefield have a new
home. Please note the address and phone:

904 Oakwood Farms Ln.

Ballwin, MO 63021

314-413-4902

Toward Passionate Spirituality

One of the items noted in the discussion about impediments to
Passionate Spirituality was Meditation. Specifically, the pri-
mary request was for emphasizing meditation and to give
some guidance for it. To address this we will look at several
steps over the next few months. Christian Schwarz, the crea-
tor of NCD, has recently released a book entitled The 3 Colors
of Your Spirituality. Since many churches struggle with this
Quality Characteristic, this book was a very welcome addition.

In this book Schwarz uses his emphasis on the Trinitarian
Compass to address spirituality. If you are familiar with this
approach then you are aware of the “3 Colors” methodology.
Several have participated in a study of The 3 Colors of Your
Ministry. The concept is the same for this topic in that each
person finds where they are in terms of various aspects of our
beliefs, values, heritage, and other factors that cause us to be
where we are in our relationship to God and the world. While
taking this assessment for yourself is desirable, | hope that |
can give you the benefit of Schwarz’s work in this column.
Hopefully you will want to know more.

Next month we will look at the ways that we relate to God inso-
far as they affect our meditation.

8 Delmar teenagers and 2 adults traveled
over to the Chrisitian Activity Center

(CAC) in East St. Louis on Thursday, Au-
gust 12, to work with the children that at-
tend the center. The CAC is a non-
denomination ministry that has worked with
families in East St. Louis for over twenty
years. An after-school and summer haven
for children in East St. Louis, the CAC pro-
vides healthy snacks and hot meals, home-
work assistance, medical care, and life en-
hancement classes.

Visit their website at www.cacesl.org for
more information on this remarkable
place.




Bring your food items in a paper grocery
bag and leave in the Narthex. NO
GLASS!

Canned Meat
Canned Fruit
Peanut Butter
Jelly
Muffin/Cake Mix
Paper goods

We join with millions of Christians from
eight other denominations to support “One
Great Hour of Sharing.”  Our gifts go to-
ward Christian ministries of disaster re-
sponse, refugee assistance and resettle-
ment, and community development that
help people find safe refuge, start new
lives, and work together to strengthen their
families and communities.

Make your check out to Delmar Baptist
Church, designated for “One Great hour of
Sharing.” You may give all month.

We are supporting our sister ABC church,
Antioch Baptist, in their used clothing and
small appliance ministry. You may leave
gently-used items in the designated bin in
the narthex.

#

The ladies of White Cross meet this month
on Tuesday, September 21, for hands-on
mission projects and fellowship.

Attend the American Baptist Women's
Ministries Area V Fall Meeting on Satur-
day, Sept. 18, at First Baptist Church,
Rosewood Heights, East Alton. Registra-
tion is at 9:30, with guest speaker Ramona
Shawver, missionary in Mexico City.

Lunch is provided and White Cross work
will be done in the afternoon. Contact
Sharon Wear for more information.
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Pastor Nzunga and Kihomi have been ABC missiogai
Haiti since 1998. Delmar contributes to their nsimny.
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Dear loved ones,

Time seems to fly fast. It is just a little bit over a
year since we came for our deputation. God has been
good to us. We had the rare opportunity and the privi-
lege to share time with our children. We experienced
the most beautiful feelings of being the grandparents
and enjoyed our first granddaughter.

Everywhere we went individuals as well as
churches opened their homes to welcome us. They
sacrificially gave to support our ministry in Haiti. We
feel blessed to have the most dynamic MPT. Their
support and prayers have been critical in this time of
economic hardship for all.

We left Haiti when it was whole and we are return-
ing to a country that has been devastated by the his-
torical earthquake. Many of the homes where we ate,
slept, churches where we worshipped and the people
we knew are no longer there. Upon our arrival emo-
tions of joy will be mixed with sadness of not seeing
the country as we left it in 2009.

The challenges ahead are numerous and unknown
and alone will not be able to bear the cross we are go-
ing to face. However we know God and you are with
us.

We ask your support and prayers as we leave
the hot weather of Arizona on Monday, August 30, to
get to the hot weather of Cap-Haitian, Haiti, on Sep-
tember 1st.

Yours,
Nzunga Mabudiga and Kihomi Ngwemi

St. Patrick Center was one of the recipients of our recent
Endowment Fund distribution. Our mission chair, Nathan
McKie, toured their facility to see firsthand how God is
working through this wonderful organization. Lives are be-
ing impacted in many, many ways; and Nathan is convinced
that the money that Delmar donated to them will be well
used to spread God'’s kingdom to those who are needy.

Note: Terrell Carter who provided the third segment of our
“Arts in August” series is a beneficiary of one of St. Patrick’s
programs: their Small Business Incubator.
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Over the last several months a number of
discussions have taken place among our
church leadership regarding the size of our
boards and committees and the number of
our active members who are serving. One
astute observation is that Delmar’s
leadership functions as a church that is two
to three times our actual membership. This
notion has been reinforced by a recent
workshop held by ABC’s Area V Region,
which several of us were able to attend.
Most recently the Council took up this topic
again and has affirmed the need to make our
leadership roles more in line with our
membership numbers.

The determination is that we would like to
trial a single board structure over the course
of 2011, with the idea that we will be
assessing, making adjustments as deemed
necessary, and writing a final version of
Corporate By-Laws and Rules of Order once
we have an opportunity to “live” with the
change for a few months. Our goal is to
streamline the Trustees and Church Council
into a single board which will be comprised
of the following positions:

President / Moderator (1) (combined position)

Secretary (1)

Treasurer (1)

Vice President (1) — Chair of a newly created
Buildings and Grounds Committee

Chair of Christian Education (1)

Chair of Membership Care and Hospitality (1)
(combined from 2 existing committees)

Chair of Missions/Outreach (1) (combined from
2 existing committees)

Chair of Worship and Music (1) (combined from
2 existing committees)

Pastoral Staff (3)

Titles presented here are in sync with the
current By-Laws; however, they will be
assessed as we move through the process
and adjusted to be more meaningful over the
next few months. To date the Council has
asked that this be presented to the
Congregation in September and an
amendment to the Corporate By-Laws be
voted on for the year 2011, during which
time the final revision of the By-Laws will be
completed.
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We celebrated summertime and the arts on three
Sundays last month. First we heard Jim Linhares of St.
Louis U. High share his affection for the Miles Davis
jazz album “Kind of Blue” and heard selections of that
influential and spiritual work. 35 people were present,
20 members and 15 guests. Some guests even invited
their own guests!

@

A week later we were taken by the powers of
imagination and the human voice to Narnia. Children
lay on a blanket in front of the first pew as fourteen of
the Delmar Players became lions and witches, fauns
and elves. Although director John Hussung typecast
some parts (the Barths as Mr. & Mrs. Beaver, gracious
and grace-filled hosts, for instance), he did not cast
Andrea as the White Witch as a commentary on her
leadership style. Counting Sons of Adam and
Daughters of Eve, mythical creatures and children in
nursery, attendance on the 15th was 51.

Finally, during morning worship on the 22nd, we
enjoyed a visit from Terrell Carter, Baptist minister and
painter. He told the story of his life in faith and art,
preached on the healing power of Christ, and displayed
paintings about life in St. Louis and about the work of
Divine Creation. It was striking to see works from
across his career displayed on the sanctuary screen
and to see framed examples of his recent works.

The Christian Education Committee is grateful to
everyone who helped bring life to an often empty time
of the summer, especially the Hospitality Committee,
who set a beautiful table each Sunday with delicious
desserts.
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We strive to love God with all of our heart, mind,
soul, and strength — to know God through Christ’s
life, teaching, and enduring presence, and through
the grace of the Spirit to love our neighbors as
ourselves.

As followers of Jesus Christ, open in heart and
mind, we are committed to worship and witness,
fellowship and service, education and faith
exploration.

/
As a congregation, we are nurturing, prayerful,
diverse, and hopeful.
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Michael Dixon, Interim Pastor

Andrea Missey, Associate Pastor

Marsha Hussung, Minister of Music &
Pastoral Support

Charlotte Sylvester, organist/pianist

Joan Barth, Secretary

Lori Koenig, Accountant

$, +
Phone: 314-432-1960
FAX: 314-432-5732
Email: delmarbc@hotmail.com
Website: delmarbc.org

Newsletter edited by Marsha Hussung




